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ABOUT THE OECD 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is an intergovernmental 
organisation in which representatives of 34 industrialised countries in North and South America, Europe 
and the Asia and Pacific region, as well as the European Commission, meet to co-ordinate and harmonise 
policies, discuss issues of mutual concern, and work together to respond to international problems. Most of 
the OECD’s work is carried out by more than 200 specialised committees and working groups composed 
of member country delegates. Observers from several countries with special status at the OECD, and from 
interested international organisations, attend many of the OECD’s workshops and other meetings. 
Committees and working groups are served by the OECD Secretariat, located in Paris, France, which is 
organised into directorates and divisions. 

The Environment, Health and Safety Division publishes free-of-charge documents in eleven different 
series: Testing and Assessment; Good Laboratory Practice and Compliance Monitoring; Pesticides; 
Biocides; Risk Management; Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology; Safety of 
Novel Foods and Feeds; Chemical Accidents; Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers; Emission 
Scenario Documents; and Safety of Manufactured Nanomaterials. More information about the 
Environment, Health and Safety Programme and EHS publications is available on the OECD’s World 
Wide Web site (www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/). 

 

 

This publication was developed in the IOMC context. The contents do not necessarily reflect the 
views or stated policies of individual IOMC Participating Organizations. 
 
The Inter-Organisation Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) was 
established in 1995 following recommendations made by the 1992 UN Conference on 
Environment and Development to strengthen co-operation and increase international co-
ordination in the field of chemical safety. The Participating Organisations are FAO, ILO, UNDP, 
UNEP, UNIDO, UNITAR, WHO, World Bank and OECD. The purpose of the IOMC is to 
promote co-ordination of the policies and activities pursued by the Participating Organisations, 
jointly or separately, to achieve the sound management of chemicals in relation to human health 
and the environment. 
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This publication is available electronically, at no charge. 
 

For this and many other Environment, 
Health and Safety publications, consult the OECD’s 

World Wide Web site (www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/) 
 
 

or contact: 
 

OECD Environment Directorate, 
Environment, Health and Safety Division 

2 rue André-Pascal 
75775 Paris Cedex 16 

France 
 

Fax: (33-1) 44 30 61 80 
 

E-mail: ehscont@oecd.org 
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FOREWORD 

 

As part of its Programme on the Safety of Manufactured Nanomaterials, and in particular work on the 
testing and assessment of manufactured nanomaterials, OECD initiated a series of expert meetings to 
improve the applicability of the OECD Test Guidelines to nanomaterials. With this in mind, the Working 
Party on Manufactured Nanomaterials agreed to organise an expert meeting to address the physico-
chemical Properties of Manufactured Nanomaterials and Test Guidelines.  

The meeting was organised in close collaboration with the International Organization for 
Standardization Technical Committee on Nanotechnologies (ISO/TC 229). ISO has a vast experience in 
assessing the physico-chemical characteristics of nanomaterials.  By working together, the workshop 
benefited from a broad range of experts on physico-chemical properties of manufactured nanomaterials in 
this field combining regulators and other governmental representatives, and well as industry and experts 
from academia.  

The workshop on physico-chemical Properties of Manufactured Nanomaterials and Test Guidelines 
took place on 28 February and 1 March 2013 in Queretaro, Mexico. It was hosted by the Mexican Ministry 
of Economy and the National Metrology Center (CENAM). 

This document is an accompanying addendum to the Report of the OECD Expert meeting on the 
Physical Chemical Properties of Manufactured Nanomaterials and Test Guidelines 
[ENV/JM/MONO(2014)15], and includes the presentations given at the workshop. It is published under 
the responsibility of the Joint Meeting of the Chemicals Committee and Working Party on Chemicals, 
Pesticides and Biotechnology of the OECD. 
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