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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE MEETING OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT COUNSELLORS

held at the Conference Centre on 6 February 2009

CHAIR: Mr. Bernard Mazijn, Belgium

ITEM 1: Annual Meeting of Sustainable Development Experts (AMSDE): Opening remarks and
statement from the Chair

In his opening statement, the new AMSDE Chair, Bernard Mazijn (Belgium), said he was honoured to have the
opportunity to work with Friends of the Chair, delegates, experts from Member States, and with the support of
the OECD Secretariat to further the objectives of sustainable development within the OECD. In line with the
renewed mandate, as outlined in document SG/SD(2008)7, he listed priorities for this work:

Integrating sustainable development in OECD country reviews;

Linking with sustainable production and consumption patterns;

Promoting sustainable investment;

Development of measurement and assessment methodologies for sustainable development;
Ensuring governance approaches for sustainable development;

Reporting and feedback on NSDSs whilst respecting the global lead of the CSD.

At present, these priorities can be seen as instrumental in finding long-term and sustainable solutions to the
financial and economic crisis. Therefore, the OECD needs the sustainable development programme more than
ever to make recommendations to governments on how to address this crisis. The AMSDE Chair noted that in his
remarks to the World Economic Forum at Davos, the Secretary-General Angel Gurria said that to restore trust in
markets, “we need better regulation, better corporate governance and better coordination ... fairer social policies
... and low-carbon innovation for a green recovery.’

Put together, the AMSDE Chair observed that this is the essence of sustainable development. He referred to the
AMSDE discussion on the capital approach to measuring sustainable development which also provides a
conceptual framework for economic recovery polices. The AMSDE can help to bring these analytical strands
together to make the OECD response to the current crisis more relevant and sustainable.

Finally, the Chair stated that the AMSDE process needs to deliver outputs in a focused way.
The Friends of the Chair and the delegates welcomed the appointment of the new AMSDE Chair and
underscored the importance of AMSDE’s work in the current economic and financial crisis.

ITEM 2: Follow-up of the decisions of the AMSDE of October 21-22, 2008. Resources approved by
the OECD Council for 2009-2010 and organization of the OECD Secretariat support.

Deputy Secretary-General Mario Amano briefed counsellors about the decision of the OECD Council to approve
the renewed mandate for AMSDE for 2009-10 and to approve funding for AMSDE of €200,000 (per annum) by
way of long term reallocation to part 1 of the OECD budget.

The post of Sustainable Development Advisor to the AMSDE remains open and is not expected to be filled
before the end of March 2009 given the time needed for recruitment processes. Mr. John Stephenson, Principal
Advisor for the Round Table on Sustainable Development, will cover the responsibilities of the post until it is
filled.
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The Chair expressed his gratitude to the Member countries for the support given during the OECD Council and
noted the past voluntary contributions of Member countries (Luxemburg, Japan, Netherlands, Switzerland,
Belgium and Denmark); a portion of those contributions will be carried over to the new working period 2009-10.
He welcomed any new contributions to enhance the work of AMSDE.

Recalling the decisions of the AMSDE on 22 October 2008 the Chair noted that the ‘2008 Annual Report on
Sustainable Development Work in the OECD’ had been published, for which he thanked the former SD Advisor,
Mrs. Candice Stevens, and pointed to four agenda items of the last AMSDE Meeting that would need follow-up
in 2009-10:

1) Statistics and assessment methodologies, including progressing the ‘Draft Guide to Sustainability
Assessments (SG/SD(2008)10)’;
2) Integrating sustainable development into OECD country reviews;
3) Promoting sustainable investment, production and innovation;
4) Ensuring governance approaches for sustainable development.
ITEM 3: AMSDE Outreach Activities, in particular towards Enhanced Engagement Countries

Delegates discussed three possible outreach activities for 2009:

1) A side event at the UNCSD conference (see agenda item 6).

2) A workshop around the time of the OECD MCM on 24-25 June 2009 on eco-innovation and
sustainable development with outcomes to feed into the OECD innovation strategy.

3) A workshop for outreach to enhanced engagement countries to take place on 21 October 2009
following the AMSDE (see agenda item 8).

Delegates recommended that these activities be pursued with the condition that options be considered for
integrating enhanced engagement into the AMSDE meeting (19-20) itself which may remove the need for a
subsequent separate workshop (see agenda item 8).

ITEM 4: OECD Round Table on Sustainable Development

John Stephenson, Principal Advisor for the Round Table on Sustainable Development, outlined plans for Round
Table meetings for 2009. The Round Table plans to hold three meetings in 2009, for which there are confirmed
topics for two and a third yet to be confirmed:

1)  On 13 March 2009 the RT will hold a meeting on the feasibility of sectoral agreements as a way of
making progress. The aim is not to promote any particular approach but to analyse what it such
agreements would entail in some detail.

2) A meeting in July 2009 on the workability and risks inherent in resorting to trade measures to limit the
impact of competitiveness concerns and carbon leakage resulting from the uneven imposition of
emissions caps.

3) A third meeting is planned for September or October most likely focussing on global financing
arrangements within the framework of the UNFCCC.

Delegates sought clarification on some of the details of the forthcoming meetings and noted the importance of
maintaining transparency in the work of the Round Table which is a discussion forum hosted by the OECD but is
not an official OECD body.
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The Chair announced that he had requested a meeting with Rt. Hon. Simon Upton to look at the possible linkages
between the Round Table and the work of the AMSDE. He asked also to be invited to the Round Table as a
resource person.

ITEM 5: OECD Work Programme on Sustainable Consumption and Production.

Staff of the OECD Secretariat updated delegates on the OECD’s work programmes covering sustainable
consumption, production, investment, innovation and education:

1) Sustainable Investment and Corporate Responsibility — The Investment Committee is responsible for the
OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises. All of the Guidelines recommendations are relevant to
sustainability but the Environment Chapter (V) and the Consumer interests Chapter (VII) speak directly
to sustainable production and consumption respectively. The Investment Committee will be involved in
two specific activities over 2009-10 directly related to sustainable development. The 2009 Round Table
on Corporate Responsibility (15 June, Paris) will consider sustainable consumption, particularly in
relation to energy consumption and climate change. The Round Table is being organised in conjunction
with ENV and STI. The second activity currently taking shape is an application of the OECD Principles
for Private Sector Participation in Infrastructure and other investment instruments to the energy sector as
a contribution to OECD work on Climate Change.

2) Sustainable consumption — The Committee on Consumer Policy has been supporting the OECD work on
sustainable consumption in the areas of: (1) education, (2) effective consumer policy and (3) synergies
with other policies (e.g. energy, environment). Education work is well advanced. The Committee has
prepared a report “Promoting Consumer Education” which will be published by the end of March, and
presented at the UNESCO conference on ESC in Bonn, 31 March - 2 April 2009. In the area of consumer
policy the Committee will, throughout 2009-10, examine current practices in consumer protection
against fraudulent and misleading environmental claims, in terms of both company practices and
products. In horizontal work the committee is supporting and advising on work by other committees on
household consumption patterns, carbon accounting, consumer energy choice and corporate
responsibility.

3) Innovation for Sustainability — The Committee on Industry, Innovation and Entrepreneurship (CIIE)
launched a project on sustainable manufacturing and eco-innovation in 2008. The project aims to
promote sustainable production by spreading existing knowledge and providing industry with a means to
benchmark their products and production processes. It also seeks to promote the concept of eco-
innovation and to stimulate new technological and systemic solutions to global environmental
challenges. The first output from this work is synthesis report which constructs an analytical framework
to help policy makers and industry understand the concept of sustainable manufacturing and eco-
innovation, and to guide the future OECD work. The report is expected to be published in the second
quarter of 2009. The second phase of the work, in 2009-10, will create indicators and policy tools, such
as road maps for eco-innovation.

Delegates discussed the importance of these initiatives with particular attention paid to the importance of eco-
innovation; the role of sustainability in the OECD’s forthcoming innovation strategy; and the importance of the
social dimensions of sustainability especially with regard to labour markets and to education (i.e. ‘long life
learning’) and balancing environmental and social challenges.

Delegates highlighted complementary work being done by other organisations including work by the UNEP and
ILO around “green jobs” and the work of the European Commission on sustainable consumption.
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ITEM 6: OECD AMSDE Contribution to the 17th Session of the United Nations Commission on
Sustainable Development (UNCSD-17)

Mr. Wilfrid Legg, Head of Agriculture Policies and Environment Division of the Trade and Agriculture
Directorate (TAD), provided counsellors with background on the OECD contribution to the UNCSD-16 in 2008
and on relevant work that is underway in the OECD in relation to sustainable agriculture. He also suggested a
possible theme for the OECD contribution to the forthcoming UNCSD-17.

In 2008 the AMSDE advisor coordinated an integrated OECD contribution to the 16th session of the UN
Commission on Sustainable Development (UNCSD), which focused on inter alia, agriculture. A brochure,
Towards Sustainable Agriculture, was prepared that presented analytical findings from ENV, GOV, TAD, STI,
DCD, DEV and other OECD units on aspects of sustainable agriculture: i) economic (productivity, subsidies,
development assistance, trade and foreign investment), ii) environmental (resource management, land
management, desertification, climate change), and iii) social (food security, rural development, gender roles,
child labour). These issues were discussed in an OECD side-event at UNCSD which featured experts from
agricultural producers, trade unions, NGOs, and OECD/TAD (New York, 12 May 2008).

Work in TAD continues on a range of policy issues related to and impacting on sustainable agriculture,
including: water, climate change, food security, food prices and biofuels. There is close coordination on other
Directorates and IGOs (in particular the FAO) in undertaking the activities. TAD will be holding a Symposium
on “What Future for Agriculture?”, on 30-31 March 2009.

One possible theme for an OECD side event at UNCSD-17 might be “Sustainable food security in the future”
which would look at the implications for appropriate policy and market responses to achieve food security,
drawing on the work on water, climate change, biofuels and the agricultural and environmental outlooks.

Mr. Legg asked that Delegates inform TAD of side events or activities for UNCSD-17 being planned by Member
countries and other organizations and experts where there may be a way for the OECD to make a contribution.

Delegates noted: role of EU in food security with respect to the Madrid declaration; focus of Dutch chair of
UNCSD on competing claims in agriculture between agriculture, rural development, and food security. It was
also suggested that the OECD should be careful to ensure that it focuses on strengths in terms of the economics
and policy aspects of sustainability.

The Chair announced that he would represent the OECD AMSDE during the 2™ week of UN CSD 17.

ITEM 7: Activities related to the work of the OECD AMSDE in the 1st half of 2009

1) The delegate from Finland outlined the background and content of a planned workshop on
Sustainability Assessments in Helsinki on 11 February 2009. The workshop is aimed at finding ways to
create assessment tools for understanding sustainable development impacts and objectives in the

context of national sustainable development strategies. The workshop follows from the work of the
OECD AMSDE in 2008 including the Workshop on Sustainability Assessment Methodologies in
Amsterdam on 14-15 January 2008 and ‘Draft Guide to Sustainability Assessments (SG/SD(2008)10)’.
The government of Finland has also been exploring input-output methodologies as an analytical tool for
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conducting sustainable development assessments.

2)  The Delegation of France noted that the Workshop on Sustainable Development Sector Strategies and
Sustainable Tourism in Paris planned for 12 March 2009 would be postponed until the second quarter
of 2009. The date for the workshop is yet to be announced. The workshop will focus on the
development of multidisciplinary strategies for sustainable tourism as an example for other sectors. The
workshop topic is complementary to the work programme of the OECD Tourism Committee for 2009-
10 which includes a focus on sustainability in tourism and builds on the outcomes of the High-level
OECD Committee meeting on Tourism in Italy on 9-10 October 2008 which called for a more
comprehensive approach to Tourism policy to ensure long term sustainability.

ITEM 8: Other business

Delegates discussed approaches for enhanced engagement and suggested that the AMSDE meeting (19-20
October 2009) be opened to attendance from enhanced engagement and accession countries. The Chair noted
substantial interest in this and noted that options would need to be considered for setting aside a portion of the
agenda for OECD member countries only if needed. This matter will be addressed at the next Sustainable
Development counsellors meeting at the OECD conference centre on 3 July 2009.
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France
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First Secretary
Permanent Delegation
40, rue de Boulainvilliers
75016 Paris

France
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Italy/Italie

Italy/Italie

Italy/Italie

Japan/Japon

Korea/Corée

Mr. Paolo SOPRANO

Head of Division, Sustainable

Development

Ministry of Environment, Land, Sea

Via Cristoforo Colombo 44
00147 Rome
Italy

Mr. Aldo RAVAZZI DOUVAN
Italian Environmental Authority for
EU Structural Funds, Co-ordinator -

OECD WPNEP Past Chair
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France

Ms. Mimi ISHIDA-NAMEKI
First Secretary
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