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WORKING PARTY ON TERRITORIAL INDICATORS — 18" SESSION
30 NOVEMBER 2009- PARIS
SUMMARY RECORD

Item 1: Approval of the agenda

1. Mr. Dev Virdee, WPTI Chair, introduced the agenda of the 18th Session, which was approved by
the Working Party.

Item 2: Approval of the Summary record of the 17th session

2. The Working Party approved the Summary Record of the 17th Session.
Item 3: Designation of the Bureau

3. No changes have been asked for the WPTI Bureau.

Item 4: Opening Remarks by the Chair and Director’s Statement

4, The Chair presented the agenda of the meeting underling cross cutting topics which will be
addressed during the day. The Secretariat presented a project to develop new indicators to support evidence
on regional innovation. The Chair suggested organizing one day workshop to discuss more broadly this
issue as well as other topics of interest for the WPTI and the TDPC.

Item 5: Analysis of regional trends

5. Growing lagging regions: A lively discussion followed the presentation and some suggestions
were advanced to be taken into account in the development of the project. Countries expressed their strong
interest in this analysis particularly with a view of developing a methodology that can be eventually
applied in their own country. The Secretariat will organize a workshop in the first half of 2010 to learn
from experts conducting research aimed at identifying best policy responses for lagging regions. In 2010
the Secretariat will also carry some case studies in specific regions. Countries interested in participating in
the sample can contact the Secretariat.

6. A composite index of regional development in Portugal: Many countries supported to pursue
more work on integrating the environmental and social dimensions as well as the institutional framework
when analyzing regional development. Although many expressed interest in developing a synthetic index,
they underlined the difficulties in having such an index to compare different countries.

Item 6: Prioritization of public investments in regions

7. Delegates supported to investigate further on how regions prioritize public investment even
though concern was raised on the methodological challenges to analyze and compare trends of public
investment in regions across countries. The Secretariat will deepen the analysis and strengthen the
methodological framework on a sample of countries and/or economic sectors, on the basis of information
Countries will provide on investments by regions; incremental results will be presented at future WPTI
meetings. For those countries already included in the sample, Delegates were asked to check the
accurateness of the information provided in the document as well as to send further information and
additional comments.
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Item 7: Defining and measuring regions

8. The WPTI expressed its approval to adopt the OECD-EC refined typology to identify remote
rural regions and rural regions close to urban centres. Countries not taken into account in the refined
typology at this stage (Korea, Japan, Australia and New Zealand) will send the Secretariat the necessary
information to run the analysis.

9. The Secretariat has presented a project on “Defining and measuring world- metro regions” to be
carried out in 2010-11 on the basis of the Countries’ interest and participation. Delegates interested in
testing the definition and in identifying the indicators for measuring the socio-economic and environmental
performance of metropolitan regions in their countries were invited to contact the Secretariat.

10. The Secretariat has presented the results of the work carried out with the EC and Eurostat to
harmonize the definitions of metropolitan regions included in the OECD metropolitan database (based on
TL3 regions).

Item 8: Data collection and dissemination

11. The Secretariat has presented a project proposal on labour mobility within countries following up
on previous presentations made by some Delegates. The project requires a new collection of data on
population flows at regional level (TL3). Many countries have expressed an interest in pursuing this
project and in providing country case studies of the impact on regional policy. It was suggested to organize
a workshop in 2010 to discuss preliminary results on mobility within countries and implications for
regional policy.
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